In conclusion, a chaperone seems justified in selected cases, for young patients, and for medicolegal reasons; however, the availability of a full time chaperone would have financial implications and may damage the doctorpatient relationship. There seems to be a disparity between doctors' views and medical defence organisations' advice. General practitioners should be able to offer their patients a suitably qualified chaperone, and the decision to use one should be a two way interaction between the doctor and the patient.
We thank all staff and doctors in our practice, the staff of Norfolk Family Health Services Authority, and all doctors who returned the questionnaires. Previous research has assumed that condom failures, other than those due to manufacturing faults, have been the result of user behaviour or condoms being too loose. We report the findings of a survey of men attending a busy genitourinary medicine clinic in an area of south London with one of the highest incidences in Britain of pregnant women positive for HIV. The results of our study indicate that tighmess of condoms is an important factor in their failure and suggest that a larger condom may be needed by some individuals and that this would reduce the risk of condoms coming off as well as splitting.
Methods and results
Three hundred men attending the clinic were asked to answer a questionnaire; 281 were returned. In their responses 188 men considered themselves white, 76 black, and 14 Asian.
Seventy men (25% of the sample) reported difficulties putting on condoms, of whom 52 (19% of the sample) said that condoms were too tight. Seventy three per cent (38) of these men had experienced condoms coming off, compared with 52% respondents (96) who reported that they were not too tight. Of respondents who said condoms were too tight, 68% (34) reported splitting, compared with 52% (95) of those who reported that they were not too tight. Condoms coming off occasionally had been experienced by 22% (17) black, 27% (51) white, and 36% (5) Asian men, and 8% (6) black, 2% (3) white, and 21% (3) Asian men had had condoms come off frequently. In all, 20% (15) 
